
  

Don’t forget to visit the SFWI Facebook page for the 
latest news: Staffordshire https://www.facebook.com/
staffordshirefederationofwomensinstitutes or our    
website: https://sfwi.org 

Dear Fellow Members   
 

I hope this News Bulletin finds you well and enjoying the sunshine when it’s 
around.  I know lots of you have been meeting up distanced and outside in line 
with current restrictions and planning your meetings for when we are able to 
meet inside; hopefully it will be confirmed by the government during July.  
We now have a date for our 49th Annual Carol Service which is to be held at 
Lichfield Cathedral on Monday 13th December at 3pm.  
Here at Federation we are planning to continue with some meeting and   

events being held on zoom and Eventbrite to compliment our Face to Face programme of 
events. We are also hoping to hold hybrid meetings much along the lines that National      
Federation held their Annual Meeting this year. It was a vibrant and interesting meeting with 
excellent     speakers there is an informative article all about it  in our WI Life magazine for  
this month.   Also in the magazine is the information about our new National Chairman Ann 
Jones.  Ann has been a National Federation Vice Chairman and an active National Trustee  
for several years and I’m sure her face will be familiar to many of you. We have sent Ann     
our congratulations from Staffordshire Federation.  
Sadly we have had to say goodbye to one of our familiar faces, Barbara Hodson.  She has 
passed away after a short illness. Barbara was very well known for her Federation roles of WI 
Adviser and Resolutions Officer; both roles she held for over 20 years.  She was always seen 
helping at Federation events and was always ready to support members in any way she could.  
Her WI life touched many of us and she will be greatly missed.  
Speak to you soon. 

Helen 

Tel: 01785 223838  Emails: admin@sfwi.org or accounts@sfwi.org Opening hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-3pm 

 
SHARE THE LOVE 
 
How do you Show your Love for the planet ?  
 
Share your actions, however small, to inspire others by 
posting on the Federation's Facebook page 
SFWI:Staffordshire Federation Women's Institutes 

JULY: Used to be called Quintilis as it was the fifth month of the Roman year. It was 
changed to July by Julius Caesar. This month's Quiz have answers beginning with J. 
 

1. Brightly coloured member of the crow family 

2. .......Eccles, song by The Hollies 

3. Major component of gin 

4. Nonsensical poem by Lewis Carroll  
5. Largest planet in the solar system  
6. In the Bible, twin brother of Esau  
7. Original Maria in Sound of Music  
8. Author of The Constant Gardener  
9. Gemstone prized in Asia  
10. Fictional frog, lives in a 'slippy-sloppy' house  
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Great Haywood WI— At the committee meeting it had been decided that if the weather  

continued to be kind it would be good to hold a meeting in Christine Hill's garden.  We were able 

to comply with Covid rules, allowing 30 people at an outdoor meeting.   There were 26 members  

together with a visitor Catherine, who was delightful.  We were asked to bring our own sanitiser, 

although this was also provided by NFWI, bring your own mug, and  let them know if you were  

attending so they could prepare a chair.  All Covid rules and regulations were carried out very 

thoroughly.   

President Jenny Fletcher opened the meeting and welcomed everyone and said how pleased she 

was to see so many members. Everyone looked so pleased we were happy to meet up and in 

such lovely  surroundings.  Jenny gave special thanks to Tracey who had through last year       

arranged all the Zoom meetings and kept us all informed during such difficult times.  Many thanks 

were given to members and committee members  who had also put in a great deal of work to keep 

our group together.  There were lots of lovely events to look forward to but at present we are still 

unable to go ahead with plans due to the Covid menace.  We had been hoping to make several 

visits, lunches, afternoon teas and coffee outings.  All are on hold but we will have them to look 

forward to in the not too distant future.  Everyone had a chance to have a talk to each  other. Our 

W.I will be helping at several functions to take place in the coming months so volunteers were   

being asked for.  Sally  Anne-Emery is writing a recipe book and wanted some of our favourite  

recipes and possible stories as to where they originated to include in the book.  Other members 

were putting their names forward for other events.  A very busy evening in all, but also a superb 

one.  It was lovely to see everyone so happy in these trying times. 

Tea, coffee and delicious cakes were served.  There was a Raffle and winners were: Val Smith, 

Pat Hobbs, Jenny Fletcher, Ann Jones, Sally-Anne Emery and Barbara Bowman.  We had a stall 

selling books and very healthy looking plants. 

We are hoping we can meet again next month, weather permitting of course.  Although the day 

had been quite warm it did go very chilly and the meeting was brought  to a close earlier than   

expected.  This was our first outside event and let's hope not our last.  Look forward to next month 

at a time and place to be arranged.   Meetings, hopefully, will take place on the second Monday of 

the month in future. 

Maureen Broom 

ETCHINGHILL WI — For our Zoom meeting on Wednesday 9th June, we had James Haddow 
the ‘Taxi Driver Poet’ who gave a brilliant talk on the entertainment of his passengers through 
verse, as he drove them around Nottinghamshire and Derby. James has had a long-time love of 
words and verse and has been writing and reciting poetry for more than 16 years. He even      
created a  special poem for the WI. 
We were all highly entertained by his light-hearted and personal poetry. The vote of thanks was  
given by Ann Ingleby. 
It is time to dust off the summer dresses for our 75th birthday party. This is to be at the Chetwynd 
Arms Upper Longden on Wednesday 14 th July and promises to be an exciting day, hopefully the 
weather will be kind to us.  
Our social calendar is opening with future events to include a charitable coffee morning for the 
27th of October and a provisional booking at Beau Dessert Golf Club for the Christmas meal on 
Wednesday 1st December. 
Our social time was organised by Ann who gave us an animal quiz this time.  
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 14th July when our speaker for the evening will be 
Vicky Farmer giving a talk on ‘the day in the life of a quiz show contestant’. 
 
Kath Baxter 
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ON SAFARI WITH ASTON-BY-STONE W.I. 
Any zoologist will tell you that Crown Meadows in Stone are full of wildlife, 
even though much of it may be small and secretive. But which of us could 
have guessed that it was once, for one peaceful fine day  only, home to a 
collection of wild and exotic beasts? Aston-by-Stone W.I. held its June  
meeting outdoors, and once again the weather was kind to us. We went on 
safari and notched up sightings of tiger, lion, hippopotamus, rhino,  monkey 
– and cow, bull and penguin! President Chris Payne had organised a walk 
round the Meadows, and to enliven the meeting, had placed toy animals for the 
members to spot. We had binoculars at the ready – and a loupe to examine the 
tiny beasts, once found!  A lovely walk enlivened by cries of “There’s a monkey!” 
or “I’ve spotted a rhino” was followed by Covid-rules  refreshments in disposable 
cups, and a quiz to keep the brain exercised. Members who       preferred not to 
walk indulged in gentle “chair exercise” and a chance to chat and 
catch up with old friends. 
 
Next month members are being treated to a garden party at the 
home of one of the Committee. We have kept in touch throughout 
the pandemic and are now enjoying the face-to-face meetings 
which are allowed.  This June get-together was our second outdoor     
meeting, but we hope to return to Aston-by-Stone Village Hall when it is safe to do so.      Kate Wain 

Wulfrunian Ladies WI have been getting the 
‘Save our honey bees’ message across through  
a fabulous ‘Craftivism’ project. The results of 
which are now displayed in their local library to 
help spread the message about the need to    

protect pollinators. A great way to   
campaign, … well done ladies!  

Cannock WI  26 Cannock W.I. members and friends became          
Detectives recently to complete a ‘Line of Duty’ themed Murder Mystery 
event.  Crime groups of 2-4 people could be seen loitering and looking 
for clues as they walked around Cannock Town Centre investigating the 
evidence to eliminate suspects and murder weapons, led by W.I.     
President Meena Khiroya (Chief Constable).   
Detective Chief Superintendent Barbara Matthews had arranged with 
Hannah’s Artisan Cafe for vouchers to be redeemed for drinks.  This 
was a ploy to encourage town centre trade, as investigators were to 
meet under the clock in the town square; and also to allow for a place to 
compile documents in the D.I’s folders!   
To allow for inclement weather a timescale of a week was set for D.I’s to complete their investigations, 
liaise S.O.C.O. and present their evidence to forensics. 
Assistant Chief Constable Jill Gooch, one rank superior, examined the folders and awarded                 
recommendations for promotion to AC-12 D.C. Gillian Gallear and her ‘mate’ Derek; and also, Fraud 
Squad member Gilly Piddock, who with the help of her informant and his burner phone, nailed the 
criminal. 
Great fun was had by all who really entered into the spirit of the event using catchphrases from the TV 

series Line of Duty written by local author Jed Mercurio OBE who grew up in Cannock.  We even 

caught two ‘bent coppers’ who after being spotted in the underpass, were, ‘Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

and the wee donkey’, arrested while eating their lunch in The Linford Arms!   Jill Gooch, Cannock WI 
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Tean WI — In June we had 2 amazing speakers, Stephen & Chris Fowles. The title of their talk 
was the Mount Elgon Elephant Project. Stephen & Chris’s father & uncle were original wardens of 
the Mount Elgon Reserve. Mount Elgon is a 24-million-year-old extinct volcano on the borders of 
Kenya & Uganda and is surrounded by a diverse range of flora & fauna, forests & habitats. The 
crater is 5 miles across and Mount Elgon is one of 35 diversity hotspots in the world. On the edges of 
the crater there are many caves where there is evidence that humans had inhabited these          
thousands of years ago. The caves themselves are host to a diversity of wildlife, including bats, 
buchbucks, monkeys & hyrax. Stephen went on to show a film of the elephants and how they live in 
& on Mount Elgon. They walk through the dark caves, forming ‘highways’ as they have done for 
thousands of years, to reach the lava     deposits well under ground. They then begin to excavate the 
lava, extracting the salt to eat. It was amazing to see the elephants, adult & babies, holding trunks to 
find their way. Unfortunately the elephants along with Mount Elgin Reserve are under the threat of 
deforestation.  
 

Even though we are still finding it very difficult to meet up, we intend to offer interests to our        
Members, via Zoom and outside social distancing craft afternoons. During the Craft Afternoons we 
have been making exhibits for a display in Upper Tean & Lower Tean villages to celebrate our      
Centenary. 
 
Sue Dawson 

 

Anslow WI—Several months ago the Group                
Co-ordinator collected 4 large bags from Elaine Mayne 
which contained blankets from knitted squares that Anslow 
WI ladies had made. During lockdown there hadn't been any 
opportunity to do anything with them. However these have 
now been passed on to Intercare in Leicester. They are now 
loaded in a container for shipping in August and will go to 
hospitals and rural clinics in northern Malawi. 

Well done everyone, especially Elaine for instigating this 
great project. They really were beautiful blankets. So glad 
they are going to a good home. 

Rolleston-on-Dove Community Banner 
 

There will be a festival of over 30 banners in St. Mary’s church this 
weekend, 10

th
 and 11

th
 July, alongside the annual Gardens Sunday, 

and the title will be 2020-OUR YEAR. It is described as a uniquely local 
installation poignantly illustrating the impact of the pandemic on our 
community. Many of the village groups will be displaying their banners 
and Rolleston WI and Doveside WI will be taking part. Rolleston’s   
banner is called MISSING YOUR SMILE which goes deep into the 
heart of our feelings during lockdown. Individual members decorated 
facemasks in their own style, some were sparkly and others had a 
message, and then they were assembled into our design. The         
message was simple. We were still the same people under the masks 
and were still smiling although we were unable to meet in person.  Our 
WI has kept in touch by a phone chain, zoom meetings, emails, printed 
letters and hand deliveries.  We are now able to meet socially on the 
stage at the Rolleston Scout HQ within government guidelines. A few 
WI ladies will be selling takeaway drinks and cakes during Sunday    
afternoon. We are very happy to support our village community and to 
welcome our visitors with a smile.   
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SUPPORTERS CLUB 
Congratulations to the Winners!  

 

1st Prize    £ 25.00  No 72 D Salt Barton Under Needwood WI 
2nd Prize  £ 10.00  No 41 J Methven Barlaston Afternoon WI  
3rd Prize  £   5.00   No 103 A Studd Keele WI 
 

We hope you are all busy making your    
entries for the County Show—Don’t for-
get the last date for entries is 15th July. 
 

If you have any unwanted craft items for 
our craft stall that are in good condition 
and suitable for sale, please contact 
Federation Office on admin@sfwi.org to 
arrange delivery/collection of items. 

Calling all former or intending walking net 
ballers.   Are you keen to take part in     
walking netball sessions again?   I am    
hoping to find somewhere cheaper and on 
a more user-friendly day.   If you would like 
to come along, please tell Federation Office 
and they will tell me.  See you on the court 
soon. 
 

Jenny Crump 
Leisure and Pleasure 
Committee 

Writing competition 
 

Have you got inspiration to take part in 
the writing competition organised by the      
Leisure and Pleasure sub committee in  
co-operation with Homes and Gardens?   
Your task is to write an article               
encouraging a fellow WI member to visit a 
stately home or garden.   The word limit is 
500 and the closing date is in September 
and the winner announced at the Annual 
Council meeting in October. I look forward 
to seeing your entry.  Details available to 
download from our website by visiting 
https://sfwi.org. 
 
Jenny Crump 

Following on from the successful  session one of 
WHAT IS WI?, we are now taking applications for 
session two on July 27th 2021 at 7.30pm.  To     
register, please email admin@sfwi.org no later 
than Wednesday 21st July.  If you have already 
registered for these sessions, you do not need to 
re-register. 
 

The first session covered where we have come 
from, our ideals, the structure of The WI and how 
we operate as the largest Women’s organization 
in the UK. 
 

Session two will be covering more about the     
Constitution, Policy and Public Affairs and         
Resolutions. This will lead onto running your WI in 
a modern way in session three. 
 

We look forward to seeing you. 
 
Member Support Team 

Don’t forget to check out all 
our events and competitions 
on our website by visiting 
https://sfwi.org. 

Save the Date—Next Craft 
and Chat Morning in person 
at the Cornerstone 7th       
August  at 10.30am. 

mailto:admin@sfwi.org
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SALAD DAYS 
 
Summer's here ! At last, hurray ! 
I'll prepare a salad for every day. 
I remember when that task was a toil 
With lettuce in newspaper to hold back the 
soil. 
(You hoped that you wouldn't find a slug !) 
 
The fresh tomatoes were just one kind 
A very short season but we didn't mind. 
I remember the pungent smell and flavour 
Something to look forward to and to savour. 
(Now wrapped in plastic to keep out the bug!) 
 
We had celery sticks scrubbed with a brush 
And hardboiled egg - or ham if in a rush. 
I remember the bread, thick with butter ... 
Is that all on the plate? I hear you mutter ! 
(Served with tea in cup, not mug!) 
 
Things are different now to way back then 
Varieties of lettuce, maybe more than ten ! 
With salads available all year round - 
Yet it's summer when salads should to be 
found .... 
(Couldn't resist giving air miles a plug!)  Quiz Answers 

1. Jay  
2. Jennifer 
3. Juniper 
4.Jabberwocky 

5. Jupiter 
6. Jacob 

7. Julie Andrews 

8. John Le Carre 

9. Jade 

10. Jeremy Fisher 

 
 

 
 

Sadly due to the Covid rulings and 
the nature of the County Show  
Preview Evening, we have made 
the difficult decision to cancel this 
year’s Preview Evening on 24

th
  

August. 
 
The County Show is still on course 
to be held on 25

th
 and 26

th
 August 

and we hope members who would 
usually attend the Preview     
Evening will come to the show to 
view the many exhibits made by 
our members.  

RECYCLING HUB IN STAFFORD 
Do you look at each item of packaging to see if 
it can go in the recycling bin - and feel        
frustrated (and somewhat guilty) when you 
have to bin it for landfill? 
There is a Recycling Hub in Stafford that takes 
a variety of items classed as 'difficult' waste 
for recycling through Terracycle and proceeds 
are donated to charity. 
It is called Roots and is on the Newport Road, 
behind the Shoe Shed. They take items such 
as crisp packets, tooth brushes and tubes, 
Marigold gloves, make-up, biscuit pack     
wrappers and much more. Check out their 
website; www.rootslarder.com 
Roots also have a plastic-free Eco shop where 
you can take your own containers to fill with 
dried fruit, herbs & spices, grains, cleaning 
products etc. They also operate 'click & collect' 
from locations around the area. 
 
Terracycle operate other collection sites 
across the County - check their website for lo-
cations near you. 
www.terracycle.co.uk 

http://www.rootslarder.com
http://www.terracycle.co.uk

